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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

INDIGENOUS LEADERS CALL FOR JUSTICE IN THE MURDER OF INDIGENOUS
ZAPOTEC YOUTH IN SALINAS, CALIFORNIA

Indigenous-led organizations and communities across California are monitoring very closely the
killing of Gerardo Chavez Martinez in Salinas, California by the Salinas Police Department.
Gerardo was an Indigenous Zapotec youth who did not speak English and had limited
understanding of Spanish. On Friday, July 16th, 2021, police were called to Gerardo’s home.
During this encounter with the Salinas police, Gerardo did not understand the commands police
officers were shouting at him in Spanish. As a monolingual Zapoteco speaker, he did not
understand the commands to come out of his home and to raise his arms. Gerardo was shot 3
times and murdered by Police Officer Mario Reyes, Salinas Police Department. Gerardo
unfortunately will not live to see his dreams of working to start a family of his own and support
his siblings to continue going to school to have other opportunities out of the fields.

We demand:

e The California DOJ to re-open Gerardo’s case and investigate the shooting to determine
Salinas’ Police Departments organizational capacity to interact efficiently and sensibly
with the large Indigenous migrant population in their area.

e An independent review of Salinas Police Department’s practices around de-escalation
techniques.
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e Training for Salinas Department Police Officers to understand and communicate
effectively with the linguistically diverse population they serve in Salinas which has a
large segment of Indigenous peoples from Mexico.

Gerardo’s death occurs within a broader national epidemic of police killings' of Black, Brown
and Indigenous men who have been taken too soon by a system built on criminalizing them on
sight. Understanding that victims of police violence are often criminalized in official narratives,
we remain critical of statements that represent Gerardo as dangerous and a threat to the public, as

he was killed prior to being charged with any crime and will never have the opportunity for due
process in a court of law.

As Indigenous Peoples® of the Americas, our community is all-too familiar with the lived
experiences of systemic racism - in police treatment and violence in the inequities of housing,
employment, and wages. The reality is that we continue to exist in systems that seek to do us
harm. In a world where white mass shooters are often captured alive, it is not difficult to see the
unjust application of force against Gerardo for holding a toy gun. We firmly believe in
disarming as a response from police instead of shooting to kill. We believe Gerardo should still
be here with us.

Our hearts are with Gerardo’s family and the Zapotec community of San Vicente Coatlan during
this incredibly difficult time. We ask our supporters and the public to help the family with
expenses in repatriating Gerardo to his ancestral homeland in Oaxaca. And we commit to
remaining vigilant in demanding justice for Gerardo and all victims of police violence.
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Written on behalf of Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo Indigena Oaxaquetio (CBDIO),
Comunidades Indigenas en Liderazgo (CIELO), Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing
Project (MICOP), Movimiento Cultural de la Union Indigena (MCUI) and Frente Indigena de
Organizaciones Binacionales (FIOB)

! https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/
2 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples
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