
					 												 												

 

 

  To Hell With War! 
 

    Major General Smedley D. Butler, USMC 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
 

   I spent thirty-three years and four months in active military service . . . And during that 
time I spent most of my time being a high-class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall 
Street and for the bankers.  In short I was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism.  
   I suspected I was just a part of a racket at the time.  Now I am sure of it.  Like all 
members of the military profession I never had an original thought until I left the service.  
My mental faculties remained in suspended animation while I obeyed the orders of higher-
ups.  This is typical with everyone in the military service. 
   Thus I helped make Mexico and especially Tampico safe for American oil interests in 
1914.  I helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank boys to 
collect revenues in.  I helped in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for 
the benefit of Wall Street.  The record of racketeering is long.  I helped purify Nicaragua 
for the international banking house of Brown Brothers in 1902-12.  I brought light to the 
Dominican Republic for the American sugar interests in 1916.  In China in 1927 I helped 
see to it that the Standard Oil went its way unmolested.  
   During those years, I had as the boys in the back room would say, a swell racket.  I was 
rewarded with honors, medals and promotion.  Looking back on it, I feel I might have 
given Al Capone a few hints.  The best he could do was to operate his racket in three city 
districts.  I operated on three continents.  

Major General Smedly D. Butler, USMC 
 
   Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final 
sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not 
clothed.  This world in arms is not spending money alone; it is spending the sweat of its 
laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children. 

General of the Army Dwight Eisenhower 
 
   I believe that if we had and would keep our dirty, bloody, dollar-crooked fingers out of 
the business of these nations so full of depressed, exploited people, they will arrive at a 
solution of their own.  That they design and want.  That they fight and work for.  And if 
unfortunately their revolution must be of the violent type because the "haves" refused to 
share with the "have-nots" by any peaceful method, at least what they get will be their 
own, and not the American style, which they don't want and above all don't want crammed 
down their throats by Americans. 

General David M. Shoup, Commandant, USMC 
 

See other side for info about Veterans for Peace and our work to 
Honor the Dead, Heal the Wounded, and Stop the Wars! 

ABOUT VETERANS FOR PEACE 
 

Veterans For Peace, Inc. (VFP) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational and 
humanitarian organization dedicated to the abolishment of war. 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

We, having dutifully served our nation, do hereby affirm our greater responsibility to 
serve the cause of world peace. To this end we will work, with others 

a)!To increase public awareness of the costs of war 
b)!To restrain our government from intervening, overtly and covertly, in the 

internal affairs of other nations 
c)!To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons 
d)!To seek justice for veterans and victims of war 
e)!To abolish war as an instrument of national policy. 

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans For Peace pledge to use non-violent 
means and to maintain an organization that is both democratic and open with the 
understanding that all members are trusted to act in the best interests of the group for 
the larger purpose of world peace. 
 

 
 

VETERANS FOR PEACE, EAST BAY CHAPTER #162 
 

Join us at our monthly meetings from 10 to noon on the 2nd Saturday of every 
month at: The Grassroots House, 2022 Blake St, Berkeley, CA 94704. 

For more info, contract 
Maurice Martin, 619-279-8665 or email: mauricemartin357@yahoo.com 

and/or 
Gene Ruyle, 510-332-3865 or email: cuyleruyle@mac.com 

 
National Website:  

 

WWW.VETERANSFORPEACE.ORG 
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